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	DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY

USAF ACADEMY COLORADO

	


Dear Visiting Youth Group


I am pleased you’re planning a trip to the Air Force Academy.  I hope your visit will be both pleasant and educational.  Here is some basic information you will find helpful in preparing your visit.  Final coordination for your visit can only be made after the below indicated paperwork is received by this office.

FACILITIES:  A list of facilities containing a brief description is attached to this letter.  Most of these facilities are only available on a space-available basis.  Military personnel and their families have priority.  Be aware that military needs or construction might prevent you from using a facility.  The telephone numbers are provided for all these facilities in the enclosed information, please call them directly for information that is more detailed.  The Academy DOES NOT provide transportation or equipment of any kind.

CONFIRMATION LETTERS AND CHECK-IN:  When your reservation is processed and approved you will receive a confirmation letter.  You must pay close attention to the instructions contained in this confirmation letter.  Your confirmation letter and group number must be in your possession at all times.  If you have not received any notification within 15 days, please call and check on the status of your request.  Scouting facilities will not be reserved under any circumstances over the phone.  Since available facilities are offered on a first-come, first-served basis, we cannot overemphasize the importance of submitting properly completed forms as soon as possible.

WE CANNOT PROCESS ANY RESERVATION UNTIL WE RECEIVE ALL OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:  Two copies of your Request for Reservations (Form 0-45) and the Group Indemnity Agreement (signed by adult responsible for the group).  The individual Covenant Not to Sue Agreements must be received no later than 24 hours before your scheduled arrival date.


If you have any other questions, please call (719) 333-7482 or E-mail at jackie.schmidt@usafa.af.mil.  



Sincerely



Jackie Schmidt



Youth Relations Representative



Community Relations Division

Attachments:

1.  List of Facilities

2.  USAFA Forms 0-45 (2)

3.  Group Indemnity Agreement

4.  Covenant Not to Sue (Under and Over 18-years-old)

5.  USAFA Map

SCOUT HUT: IMPORTANT NOTE – THE SCOUT HUT IS NO LONGER AVAILABLE FOR USE BY VISITING SCOUTS.  THIS CHANGE WAS MADE TO ACCOMMODATE LOCAL TROOP USE OF THE FACILITY YEAR ROUND. NO FURTHER RESERVATIONS WILL BE TAKEN FOR THIS FACILITY.

OUTDOOR CAMPING FACILITIES:  

Requirements:

Two copies of Form 0-45

Individual Covenant not to Sue Agreement

Group Indemnity Agreement

Two copies of a Form 0-45 (Request for Reservations) are attached to this letter.  This form is to be used to request over-night camping and meals.  Reservations may be made for ONLY TWO consecutive nights per visit.  Address all correspondence to the address provided on the Form 0-45.  Requests for reservations should be received at a minimum of at least 30 days in advance.  All reservation requests must include a signature from the adult leader accepting the contract for meals, and a completed and signed Covenant not to Sue and Group Indemnity agreement form.  All participants must provide an individual Covenant not to Sue agreement at least 24 hours before coming to the Academy.  If they do not submit one of these forms, you will not be allowed to use the Academy facilities.  

All visiting groups must provide their own equipment, transportation, food, and water (the Academy will not provide water during the winter months).  NO WOOD OR OPEN GROUND FIRES ARE PERMITTED AT ANY TIME.  The environmental impact of these fires is too great, as well as the very high fire danger at times.  You may only use gas camp stoves or charcoal grills to cook with in the camp area.  Restrooms and water (except during the winter months) are located in the camping area.

Campsites are not within walking distance of the dining facilities (see map), therefore you will have to provide your own transportation to and from this facility.  There are NO LAUNDRY facilities available on base. 

Campsite security is the responsibility of each individual group.  At least one responsible adult leader should occupy the campsite at all times.  Security Forces will patrol the campsite area occasionally, but we cannot guarantee the safety of any equipment that is left unguarded.  The campsites are near a public display (the B-52 Bomber) and there is often as many as 200 youth and adults from several different groups in the campsite at any given time.  

ALTERNATIVE ACCOMMODATIONS:  If the facilities here at the Academy are not available, you may want to contact one of the other military installations here in Colorado Springs listed below:

Ft. Carson Scout/Youth Liaison


This is a "rotating" duty.  If this number no

Sgt Mayes ("Catfish") (719) 526-1238

               longer answers, call the BSA Pikes Peak








Council and ask them for a new number.








This number is current as of April 2000

LOCAL SCOUTING OFFICES:
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA


GIRL SCOUTS OF AMERICA
BSA Pikes Peak Council



GSA Wagon Wheel Council

525 East Uintah




3535 Parkmoor Village Drive

Colorado Springs CO  80903


Colorado Springs CO  80917

(719) 634-1584




(719) 597-8603

MEALS:
Meal reservations cannot be accepted if they are received less than 12 working days before your date of arrival.  Meal reservations are a binding contract with the High Country Inn dining facility.  Example, if you reserve 20 meals, you will be charged for 20 meals, even if only 10 are served.  You will also be charged for any missed meals.  Cash or travelers checks are the only acceptable means of payment.  NO PERSONAL CHECKS.

Confirm meal times in advance of your arrival.

 You must call (719) 333-4730 (High Country Inn) at least 24 hours in advance of your arrival to confirm the number of meals requested.  If you do not call them to confirm, change the number of meals required or to cancel at least 24 hours in advance, you will be billed for the original number of meals you contracted for in your Form 0-45.

There is a limit as to the number of scouts who can be booked for each meal, so it is recommended that these meal requests be made promptly (you can always amend the request at a later date).  These requests must come through the Youth Relations Representative (719) 333-7482, jackie.schmidt@usafa.af.mil. Please be aware that the Dining Facility must give priority to Active Duty, Reserve and Civil Air Patrol units, so your meal reservation my be canceled on short notice and your group may have to eat elsewhere.

High Country Inn (Airman Dining Facility): Located behind the parade field (flag pole) on Community Center drive, the High Country Inn is an affordable alternative to cooking your own meals.  The costs of meals are subject to change without prior notice.  PERSONAL CHECKS ARE NOT ACCEPTED.  You can only pay with cash or travelers checks.   

Meal Times are as follows:

Breakfast

Lunch


Dinner

Monday through Friday 

6 to 7:30 a.m.

11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
4:45 to 7 p.m.

Saturday, Sunday and holidays

7 to 9 a.m.

11 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
4:45 to 7 p.m.

Cost for breakfast meals is $1.30 per person.

Cost for lunch and dinner meals is $2.65 per person.

These prices are subject to change without prior notice.


OTHER DINING FACILITIES: There is a Burger King across from the gas station and Academy Lanes (bowling alley) snack bar is open from 10:30 a.m. – 8 p.m. every day, both on Community Center drive.

The Field House snack bar is open from 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. every day.  The Visitor Center snack bar is open from 9:30 a.m. – 4 every day. Times are subject to change without notice.

LIST OF USAFA FACILITIES

FOR VISITING YOUTH GROUPS

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES:  
(near intersection of Pine and Academy drive).

Hospital Emergency Room 333-5000 








Ambulance 911

The Academy is authorized to provide Emergency medical care to youth groups during visits to the Academy.  Depending on the service provided, there may be a charge for emergency care.  Please be sure to provide the proper documents (medical release form) to authorize care and insurance billing if necessary.

CHURCH SERVICES:  Services are open to the public in both Academy Chapels.  

Cadet Chapel:  Protestant services are at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m., Sundays.  Catholic Mass is at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m., Sundays. Orthodox Christian at 10 a.m. Sundays.  Jewish services are at 7 p.m., Fridays. There are no Jewish or Orthodox services during the summer.  The Cadet Chapel, normally open to visitors, might close for special ceremonies.  These closing times will be listed at the Visitor Center.

Community Center Chapel: Protestant services are at 9:45 a.m., Sunday.  Catholic Mass is at 5 p.m., Saturdays, and 11 a.m., Sundays.

VISITOR CENTER: The Visitor Center offers exhibits, a movie, a gift shop, snack bar, and a bulletin board with the latest information on current Academy activities. 719-333-7742/2025.  Operating hours are

MEMORIAL DAY thru LABOR DAY

Daily – 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.  MST

LABOR DAY thru MEMORIAL DAY

Daily – 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.  MST

If you call (719) 333-USAF you can get recorded information on visiting the Academy.  The Visitor Center has an Academy map showing an excellent self-guided tour route.  The Gift Shop phone number is 1-800-955-GIFT.  Also offered during the summer, on weekdays only, is an admission briefing for prospective candidates interested in attending the United States Air Force Academy.  These briefings will be held in the Visitor Center Theater at 10:15 a.m. and 2:15 p.m. Monday through Friday only.

ATHLETIC TICKET OFFICE: The Academy hosts many sporting events throughout the year.  Most notable are the football, basketball, and hockey games.  For a schedule and cost information, please call the Academy Ticket Office at (719) 472-1895 or 1-800-666-USAF.

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES: Recreational facilities at the Academy are primarily for the use of military personnel and their dependants.  Youth groups can only use these facilities on a space available basis and you cannot make advance reservations.  An adult leader must supervise when youth groups use any facilities.

Community Center Gymnasium: Next to the High Country Inn, this facility is available for youth groups’ use.  The gym has showers, an indoor swimming pool, saunas, racquetball courts, etc.  The showers are generally available for youth groups, with these other areas being available on a space available basis.  There is a $2.00 charge per person for the use of the indoor swimming pool and this must be set up in advance by calling (719) 333-9134 or 333-9140.  For further information and availability of the gym’s facilities please call (719) 333-3531.No street shoes allowed on courts. Gym shoes must be hand carried.

Academy Bowling Lanes:  These facilities are located in the Community Center area and are open to visiting youth groups on a space available basis.  The bowling alley also has a snack bar and a game room.  For further information on cost and availability please call (719) 333-4709.

Falcon Trail:  This hiking trail is open year round to hikers, and a map of the trail will be included in your confirmation package.  The trail is approximately 12 miles long and gives you a good look at the natural and man-made beauty of the Academy.  The trail crosses the road at several spots so you have the option of making your hike shorter if desired.  There are trail signs that explain the different plants, geology, and natural phenomena in the immediate area.  A patch is available, through a local Scout troop, for completing the entire trail hike.  Be prepared for a variety of weather conditions along the trail.  Storms have been known to move in very quickly from the mountains.

Stanley Canyon and Farish Hiking Trails: The Stanley Canyon trail is about 2 miles long and takes you from a parking lot area near the Academy Hospital through Stanley Canyon to the Stanley Canyon Reservoir.  This trail offers a panoramic view of Colorado Springs and the surrounding area.  Portions of the trail are very steep with loose footing so please be very cautious.  Hiking staffs, or similar walking aids, are strongly recommended for better stability.

From the Stanley Canyon Reservoir, the Farish Hiking Trail takes you further into the mountains and the Pike National Forest.  This is a 5.5-mile trail, much of it on dirt roads and abandoned jeep trails.  This trail provides relatively easy walking to the Farish Memorial and Academy recreational facility.  The USAFA Services Squadron controls this facility.  Be prepared for a variety of conditions along the trail.  Storms move in very quickly and temperatures during the summer can fall below freezing.

PLANETARIUM SHOWS: Planetarium shows during the academic year (Labor Day thru Memorial Day) are not available to the general public except on the 3rd Friday evening of each month.  These showings are generally followed by an open house of the Observatory.  For a current schedule please call (719) 333-2778.  During the summer the Planetarium offers afternoon shows to the general public.  Please call the Planetarium or the Visitor Center (719) 333-2025 for the summer schedule.

FALCON MEWS: The falconry program is an important part of the Academy’s history.  Occasionally special tours during the week may be arranged by contacting the Public Affairs Office (719) 333-7475 or pa.comrel@usafa.af.mil.  It is easier to schedule a tour during the summer than during the academic year.  Cadets run the program and they have limited time to conduct tours during the academic year.  

Adequate clothing is necessary to be prepared for the extremes in weather conditions that may be experienced during your visit.  Storms may come up very suddenly from the mountains, and lightning is a very real danger.  Even in the summer, temperatures can drop as much as 30 degrees in a few hours.  Snow can also be a problem, even as late as May and June, and can accumulate to significant amounts in a few hours.  There is no indoor housing or shelter near the camping area.  In the event of a major storm you will have to seek commercial lodging off base.

Other Academy phone numbers you may need: base operator, 333-1110; and security police, 333-2000.

	USAF ACADEMY REQUEST FOR RESERVATIONS/CONFIRMATION
	GROUP CONFIRMATION NUMBER

(USAFA Use Only)

	INSTRUCTIONS:  Fill out two (2) copies of this form completely and return both copies at least 30 days before your arrival to:

Youth Relations Representative

HQ USAFA/PAC                                        Phone: (719) 333-7482

2304 Cadet Drive Ste 318                          Fax: (719) 333-4094   

USAF Academy CO  80840                        DSN: 333-7482

When your reservations are confirmed, you will receive a map of the Academy and a confirmation letter with instructions on where to camp.

	1. UNIT DESIGNATION AND HOMETOWN (Include troop number)


	2. UNIT TELEPHONE NUMBER (Include area code)

	3. NAME OF LEADER WHO WILL ACCOMPANY GROUP
	5. TOTAL NUMBER IN GROUP

	4. ADDRESS (Include zip code) E-mail address
	6. YOUTH
	7. ADULTS

	
	8. GROUP IS

(  MALE          (  CO-ED
(  FEMALE

	9. ARRIVAL AT ACADEMY  (NOTE: In estimating arrival time, allow one hour from Colorado Springs or two hours from Denver.)

	a.  DATE OF ARRIVAL
	b.  APPROXIMATE TIME

	10. 2 NIGHT LIMIT

( B-52 CAMPSITE
	a.  DATE (1st night)
	b. Date (2nd night)

	11. MEALS

	Indicate meals you wish to request from the Airmen’s Dining Hall.  NOTE:  Personal checks are not accepted – cash or Travelers Checks only.

	a.  Date
	b.  Day of the week
	c. Meal (B = Breakfast, L = Lunch, D = Dinner)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	12.  OTHER (Include any questions or comments you may have)

	We understand that we must have an Academy confirmation letter in our possession for camping or meals.  We also understand that we must guarantee payment for all meals reserved by us unless we cancel our reservations by calling the dining hall at (719) 333-4730.  Meals should be cancelled as early as possible, but not later than 24 hours before the day of our arrival.

	13.  TROOP LEADER’S SIGNATURE
	14. Troop Number
	15.  Today’s Date


USAFA Form O-45, Oct 98 (EF) (FormFlow)  (HQUSAFA/PAC)

COVENANT NOT TO SUE

AND

INDEMNITY AGREEMENT

The Boy/Girl Scouts of America, ______________________________________ (hereinafter 








(name of unit)

referred to as the Sponsor ) will sponsor certain activities, which will take place at the United 

States Air Force (USAFA) Academy on ____________________________.








(date)

In consideration for the privilege of using the USAF Academy, the sponsor, its successors, and assigns, hereby covenant and agree never to institute, prosecute, or in any way aid in the institution or prosecution of any demand, claim, or suit against the United States Government and/or its officers, agents, or employees, acting officially or otherwise, for property damage of personal injury of any nature whatsoever, including death, which might occur from any cause whatsoever as a result of the holding of the conference.

The sponsor understands and agrees that the sponsor and the participants are assuming the risk of any property damage or personal injury that may result from participating in the conference, including such property damage and injury that might result from the negligence of the government and/or its officers, agents, and employees.

Moreover, the sponsor agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the United States Government and/or its officers, agents, and employees for all damages, expenses, and costs the government may incur incident to any demand, claim or suit brought by the sponsor, participants, spectators, or passers-by, which may arise from participation in or as a result of the holding or conducting of this conference.

Signed this _________________day of ___________________________, Year _________.

__________________________________________


__________________

Boy/Girl Scouts of America




Confirmation Number

_________________

Dates of stay

COVENANT NOT TO SUE

(For participants who are younger than 18)

I, _________________________________, do hereby certify that I am the legal parent/guardian 

of ________________________________________, who is voluntarily participating in boy/girl 

scout-sponsored activities at the United States Air Force Academy.  I understand that participation in this program involves the risk of injury and property damage.  I understand and agree that I am assuming the risk of any personal injury that may result to the above named child while participating in the above-referenced activities, and in consideration for his/her participation in this program, I, for myself, my heirs, administrators, executors, and assignees, hereby covenant and agree that I will never institute, prosecute, or in any way aid in the institution o prosecution of any demand, claim, or suit against the United States Government and/or its officers, agents, or employees, acting officially or otherwise, in either my own capacity or that of guardian of the above-named child, or any injury to the above-named child which may occur from any cause whatsoever as a result of his/her participation in this program.

The term United States Government as used herein includes any officer, agent, or employee of the United States Government acting officially or otherwise.

________________________


____________________________________

Date






Participant

________________________


____________________________________

Troop Number





Parent/Guardian’s Signature

________________________


____________________________________

Confirmation Number




Dates of stay

COVENANT NOT TO SUE

(For participants who are 18 and older)

I, _______________________________________, am voluntarily participating in boy/girl scout-sponsored activities at the United States Air Force Academy,.  I understand that my participation in this program involves the risk of injury and property damage.  I understand and agree that I am assuming the risk of any personal injury that may result while participating in the above-referenced activities, and in consideration of participating in this program, I, for myself, my heirs, administrators, executors, and assignees, hereby covenant and agree that I will never institute, prosecute, or in any way aid in the institution or prosecution of any demand, claim, or suit against the United States Government and/or its officers, agents, or employees, acting officially or otherwise, for any injury which may occur from any cause whatsoever as a result of my participating in this program.

The term United States Government is used herein includes any officer, agent, or employee of the United States Government acting officially or otherwise.

________________________


____________________________________

Date






Participant’s Signature

________________________


____________________________________

Troop Number





Dates of stay

________________________

Confirmation Number
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