BUS TOURS new policy
Effective: 11 December 2001

HQ USAFA/PA









2304 Cadet Drive

USAF Academy, CO 80840-5016

Slow Poke Tours

00 Molasses Lane

Any town, OH 40000

Dear Slow Poke Tours

     Thank you for your interest in the United States Air Force Academy. This letter explains the new policy restrictions that tour buses must adhere to when they visit the Academy. 

The policy states that all visitors to the Academy will be allowed to go only to certain areas of the Academy from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily.

These areas are:  The Visitors Center, Cadet Field House and Overlooks. 

Arnold Hall will only be open during concerts or other official events that are to be open to the public.

Your arrival

.

The bus will be stopped at the North or South gates. You must identify yourself as visitors and state which of the above sites you plan to visit. Each visitor must have a valid form of picture identification. 

As with anyone traveling on an Air Force installation, they are subject to being stopped. If a visitor is found in an off-limits area, they will be questioned and either escorted off the base or detained and/or charged, depending upon the situation. Please stay with your group.

The Cadet area, Cadet Chapel, Honor Court, work and office areas, and the Santa Fe Trail/Chapel Trail are off limits. Viewing the Cadet Lunch formation will not be possible.

If requested, visitors will be given a map at the gate to the authorized sites or you may call the Visitors Center at 719-333-2025 to receive one.

Please understand we are trying to balance our need for increased security with the public’s desire to visit the Academy.

During your visit:

     The Visitor Center features exhibits on cadet life and Academy history, theater *, food court and gift shop. During the summer months the center is open daily from 9 AM to 6 PM. From Labor Day through May, the Visitor Center is open from 9 AM to 5 PM.

* The 14-minute movie about the Cadets is shown every half-hour, (example, 9am, 9:30,10 etc). The last show starts one hour before closing.

     Due to the large volume of bus traffic to the Visitor Center, busses may off-load passengers on the top level, Right Side of the entrance. Busses will then be parked on the bottom level. Busses may later return to the top level, Left Side of the entrance to pick up passengers. This policy is to insure safety of pedestrians in the parking areas.

     The Visitor Center does not accept reservations for guided tours. If you have a large group a courtesy call ahead to the gift shop at (719) 472-0102, or Toll Free at 1-800-955-4438, and/or the food shops at (719) 472-0702 would be greatly appreciated.

     The Field House has an Indoor Track, Hockey Rink, Basketball Court, Gift Shop and Snack Bar.

      The Overlooks will give you a view of the athletic areas, cadet area, and parachute drop zone.

     The elevation at the Visitor Center is over 7,200 feet. Many visitors to the Pikes Peak Region are from lower elevations and may experience high-altitude sickness if they haven't taken time to adapt to the lower oxygen level.  

     If you have further questions, please call the Visitor Center at (719) 333-7742 or 2025 between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., daily. If you prefer to write, please direct your correspondence to: 

HQ 10 ABW/PDC

Visitor Center

2346 Academy Drive

USAF Academy, CO 80840-9400

     You may also visit the USAF Academy web site on the Internet at www.usafa.af.mil for further information. Don't forget to check the Internet for information about Colorado Springs such as, www.coloradosprings.com or for coupons to area attractions at www.pikes-peak.com click on coupons.

     Members of your group with active or retired military ID cards will receive a discount in the Visitor Center gift shop. 

Please pass on this information to other co-workers, family and friends. 

This information is subject to change without notice.

Thanks for your cooperation. We hope you enjoy your visit. 






                                                                Sincerely






RICHARD DROLL







Community Relations Division







Directorate of Public Affairs

