
    
Insect Study 

 Merit Badge Workbook 
This workbook can help you but you still need to read the merit badge pamphlet (book).  No one can add or subtract from the Boy 

Scout Requirements #33215.  Merit Badge Workbooks and much more are below: Online Resources. 
Workbook developer: craig@craiglincoln.com.  Requirements revised: 2002, Workbook updated: April 2008. 

Scout’s Name:  _________________________________________                          Unit:  ______________________________  

Counselor’s Name:  ______________________________________     Counselor’s Ph #:  ______________________________  

1. Tell how insects are different from all other animals.  ___________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Show how insects are different from centipedes and spiders.  

 

                     

 

2. Point out and name the main parts of an insect.  
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Insect Study p. 2  Merit Badge Workbook Scout's Name: ________________________ 

3. Collect and mount 50 different species.  * Include six orders and 18 families of insects. Label each with common and scientific 
names, where possible.  

4. Describe the characteristics that distinguish the principal families and orders of insects.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

5. Show your collection.  ___________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Compare the life histories of a butterfly  _____________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

and a grasshopper.    ______________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Tell how they are different. _________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

7. Raise an insect  ________________________________________________________________________________________  

through the complete metamorphosis from its larval stage to its adult stage (e.g. raise a butterfly or moth from a caterpillar..  

8. Tell the things that make social insects  _____________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

different from solitary insects.  _______________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  



Insect Study p. 3  Merit Badge Workbook Scout's Name: ________________________ 

9. Observe an ant colony or a beehive. Tell that you saw.  _________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

10. From your collection, identify:  

a. Four species of insects helpful to humans.  

___________________________________________________  ___________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________  ___________________________________________________  

b. Six species of insects harmful to humans.  

___________________________________________________  ___________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________  ___________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________  ___________________________________________________  

Describe some general methods of insect control.  _______________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

11. Tell how insects fit in the food chains of other insects, fish, birds, and mammals.  ____________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

*Some insects are endangered species and are protected by federal or state law. Every species is found only in its own special 
type of habitat. Be sure to check natural resources authorities in advance to be sure that you will not be collecting any species 
that is known to be protected or endangered, or in any habitat where collecting is prohibited. 

Online Resources  (Use any Internet resource with caution and only with your parent’s or guardian’s permission.) 

Boy Scouts of America: ►scouting.org ►Guide to Safe Scouting  ►Age-Appropriate Guidelines ►Safe Swim Defense 

 ►Scout ►Tenderfoot ►Second Class ►First Class  Rank Videos ►Safety Afloat  

Boy Scout Merit Badge Workbooks: usscouts.org -or- meritbadge.org Merit Badge Books: www.scoutstuff.org 

American Beekeeping Federation: http://www.abfnet.org  

American Entomological Society: http://www.acnatsci.org/aes  

Entomological Society of America: http://www.entsoc.org  

Monarch Watch: http://www.monarchwatch.org  

BioQuip Products: http://www.bioquip.com  

http://www.scouting.org/
http://www.scouting.org/HealthandSafety/Resources/Guidetosafescouting.aspx
http://www.scouting.org/HealthandSafety/Resources/AgeAppropriateGuidelines.aspx
http://www.scouting.org/HealthandSafety/Aquatics/safe-swim.aspx
http://usscouts.org/advance/boyscout/bsrank1.asp
http://usscouts.org/advance/boyscout/bsrank2.asp
http://usscouts.org/advance/boyscout/bsrank3.asp
http://usscouts.org/advance/boyscout/bsrank4.asp
http://www.scouting.org/applications/rankvideo.aspx
http://www.scouting.org/HealthandSafety/Aquatics/safety-afloat.aspx
http://usscouts.org/usscouts/mb/worksheets/list.asp
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php?title=Merit_Badge_Worksheets
http://www.scoutstuff.org/BSASupply/default.aspx?cat=01RTL&ctgy=PRODUCTS&C2=BOOKS_LIT&C3=MB_PAMPHLET&C4=&LV=3
http://www.abfnet.org/
http://www.acnatsci.org/aes
http://www.entsoc.org/
http://www.monarchwatch.org/
http://www.bioquip.com/

